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Dear Educators,
 
This is my personal list of must-read books from authors I know well. Robert Marzano is a longtime partner 
and friend with whom I’ve co-authored several books and white papers. We’re excited to have his exclusive 
and much-needed new work on rigor. David and Meredith Liben are respected colleagues of mine with 
unmatched insight into foundational literacy; their new book is groundbreaking in the field. I hesitated 
to include my own book in this list, but along with my co-author David Sousa, we’re excited to share the 
research behind academic teaming. David brings a wealth of neuroscience expertise to this new instructional 
methodology. If you read any books this year, please consider these three powerful works.

Michael Toth

Did you ever wonder why third grade reading proficiency struggles across so many schools in 
the United States? Now we know why. David Liben, one of the original authors of the College 

and Career Readiness Standards, along with Meredith Liben, show us how to change 
reading instruction so all kids learn what they need to know without needing interventions. 
If you can get your foundation right, you’ll accelerate the learning trajectory for the lifetime 

of the student.

Social emotional learning, equity and access, and 21st century skills can all manifest 
through a single powerful methodology that raises student achievement. To be candid, 

this might sound a little self-serving, but Dr. David Sousa’s and my book has been 
reviewed as one of the best new contributions to the field. David has a gift for applying 
brain research to the classroom. This book contains groundbreaking research around 

academic teaming, a model of instruction I would recommend to every school.

In every school we visit, achieving rigor in the classroom is a pain point. Dr. Robert Marzano, 
whose classroom strategies are widely practiced internationally, demystifies rigor with this 
practical guide. As the author of more than 50 books, Marzano offers a level of pedagogical 
knowledge you won’t find anywhere else. This new work on rigor can help educators ensure 

all of their students are engaged in higher-order learning and moving to more complex 
levels of the taxonomy.

What is Rigor and Why Do We Need it in All 
Classrooms? 

What is the Most Effective Way to Teach 
Foundational Reading Skills?

How Can We Shift Instruction to Make Students 
Owners of Their Own Learning?
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Deliberate Honor
How to implement a 
Student-Run Honor Council 
in Your School
Daniel Venables

This book will guide you through the why, 
what, and how of developing a Student-
Run Honor Council in your school, coming 
from someone who helped his students 
build their own council from the ground 
up. 

$24.95   Pages: 100 
BPP190011  ISBN: 978-1-943920-75-4 

SEE OUR NEW 
TRENDING BOOKS

Preparing Students for 
Writing Beyond School
Maria Grant, Diane Lapp, 
Marisol Thayre

Through a real-world lens, this guide is an 
engaging exploration of the most critical 
components of communication. It is the 
most effective way to transform your 
instruction into something that actually 
prepares students for writing beyond 
school.

 SEE MORE ON PAGE 16

$24.95   Pages: 128 
BPP190010  ISBN: 978-1-943920-74-7 

WITH ENGAGING STUDY GUIDES FOR YOUR PLC

MORE THAN 10,000 
COPIES SOLD 

Rosenshine’s Principles
in Practice
Tom Sherrington

$19.95   Pages: 72 
BPP190006  ISBN: 978-1-943920-67-9

Barak Rosenshine wrote an article in 2012 for the International Academy of Education that 
set out a series of 10 simple, research-based principles of instruction that make for more 
effective teaching. Tom Sherrington read that article, and he’s been talking about it ever since. 
Sherrington has been adapting the Principles of Instruction to classroom use for years. What 
he’s found is that teachers embrace the principles like nothing else. There are no gimmicks, 
no fads, nothing outlandish; it’s a set of ideas that are rooted so authentically in classroom 
experience that they are nearly uncontentious. 

NEW BOOK

NEW BOOK NEW BOOK
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What If Everything You Knew 
About Education Was Wrong?

David Didau

Curated by Dylan Wiliam, this book will 
help you question your most deeply held 
assumptions about teaching and learning, 
expose them to the fiery eye of reason, and 
see if they can still walk in a straight line 
after the experience.

SEE MORE ON PAGE 13

$29.95   Pages: 464 
BPP190012  ISBN: 978-1-943920-81-5

The Power of Student Teams
Michael D. Toth, David A. Sousa

Discover a new model called student-led 
academic teaming, the most effective way 
to achieve true social, emotional, and 
cognitive learning (SECL).

 SEE MORE ON PAGE 6

$29.95   Pages: 172 
BPP190003  ISBN: 978-1-943920-65-5

Understanding Rigor 
in the Classroom
Robert J. Marzano

Robert J. Marzano brings his expertise to 
the concept of rigor in Understanding Rigor 
in the Classroom, defining it clearly and 
exploring how exactly every teacher can 
make their lessons rigorous to increase 
student achievement.

SEE MORE ON PAGE 8.

$29.95   Pages: 128 
BPP190005  ISBN: 978-1-943920-66-2

Dr. William Bender has spent more than 40 years working with children, adolescents, and young 
adults who are broken—survivors of childhood abuse, persons with substance abuse disorders, 
the children of people with negative childhood experiences, and the countless other ways a 
student can find themselves isolated and hurting. Brokenness transcends race, age, religion, 
ethnicity, and zip code. This book will set you up for the most rewarding work you will ever do—
teaching broken kids. 

Know Better, Do Better
Teaching the Foundations So 
Every Child Can Read
David Liben & Meredith Liben

Know Better, Do Better is written for anyone 
concerned about the poor reading results 
of America’s students, from teachers 
looking for real strategies to use in their 
classrooms to parents trying to be better 
advocates for their children. 

SEE MORE ON PAGE 16

$24.95   Pages: 178 
BPP190007  ISBN: 978-1-943920-69-3

CURATED BY DYLAN WILIAM

Teaching Broken Kids
Becoming a Trauma-Informed 
School
William N. Bender

NEW BOOK FOR 
EQUITY AND ACCESS

$24.95   Pages: 174 
BPP190009  ISBN: 978-1-943920-73-0 

NEW BOOK

NEW BOOK

NEW BOOK NEW BOOK

NEW BOOK
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Kick-start your school year with LSI’s 
new and exclusive Academic Teaming 
PD sessions and book, 
The Power of Student Teams.

Why Academic Teaming?

•  Promote Equity and Access
•  Boost Student Ownership
•  Combine Social and Emotional Learning with Cognitive Rigor
•  Prepare Students for College and the 21st Century Workplace

The Power of Student Teams
Achieving Social, Emotional, and Cognitive Learning in Every 
Classroom Through Academic Teaming
Michael D. Toth, David A. Sousa

In many classrooms, the teacher’s role is to talk and the student’s role is to listen. Whose brain is 
doing most of the work in this scenario? Authors Michael D. Toth and David A. Sousa present an 
alternative: a new pedagogical model called student-led academic teaming.  In academic teams, 
students collaborate, peer coach, and peer teach while engaging in rigorous, standards-based 
tasks—a combination that leads to true social, emotional, and cognitive learning (SECL). 

Download the study guide here

$29.95   Pages: 172 

HOT PLC BOOK WITH STUDY GUIDE!

NEW BOOK and PD for 

Social Emotional Learning

Getting Started With 
Academic Teaming

POWERCOMBO

The Power of Student Teams stands in a tradition that started 
with Plato, Rousseau, and Dewey: students who take greater 
responsibility for their own learning will learn more effectively.

STEVEN TOZER
Professor Emeritus of Educational Policy Studies
University of Illinois at Chicago

NEW BOOK

LearningSciences.com | 1-855-890-91026
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Moving from Teacher-Centered Classrooms to Academic Teaming

All team members own each other's 
learning goals and engage in peer 
tutoring to ensure each member 

achieves rigorous standards 
as teachers release greater 

responsibility to academic teams.

Academic  
Teaming

Student voices grow, and student 
evidences reveal increased mastery 
of standards as teachers transition 
their classrooms to more student-

centered routines.

In the traditional classroom, 
teachers often work harder than 

their students, the teacher’s voice is 
typically heard more than student 

voices, and students tend to be 
more passively compliant 

in their learning.

Teacher-Led 
Student Groups

Teacher-Centered 
Classrooms

Visit AcademicTeaming.com 
for free resources and full-day PD options with planning and coaching support.

PD Sessions - Half Day

A New Vision for Teaching  
& Learning
Learn about the vision of rigor and discuss 
instructional shifts in the classroom to implement 
that vision. 

Target-Task Alignment
Learn how to plan tasks that allow students to 
demonstrate progress toward a standard using 
Learning Targets.

Learning Targets & Success Criteria
Learn how to teach students to use the Learning 
Targets and Success Criteria to guide their work and 
strengthen a teacher’s ability to verify that learning 
has occurred.

Team Talk
Learn how to effectively implement teaming 
structures in their classrooms and shift teaching  
from direct instruction to increase student 
ownership of learning.

Purposeful Task
Learn how to develop tasks that are meaningful, 
appropriately rigorous, and will engage students in 
productive struggle to increase their understanding 
of content.

Coaching for Implementation
Coaching for Implementation connects the 
professional learning to immediate classroom 
actions to ensure next-day implementation results 
and builds the capacity of school-based coaches to 
help lead this work.

Audience: (5-6) Teacher Mentors, Instructional/
Curriculum Coaches, Building Administrators, 
Central Office Instructional/Curriculum Support

Duration: 1 day

Leadership Coaching
Leadership Coaching is an opportunity for principals 
and school leaders to optimize their skills and 
knowledge in order to impact teaching and learning. 
Through coaching, principals and school leaders 
clarify a vision for their  schools and strengthen their 
personal capacities to lead and influence.

Audience: (5-6) Building Administrators

Duration: 1 day

Mini-Lesson
Learn how to plan lessons in a mini-lesson that 
involves structuring classroom instruction in chunks.

Scaffolding Learning
Learn how to scaffold tasks toward a Learning 
Target and plan how to monitor, verify, and support 
students who are not moving toward the Learning 
Target. 

Team Ownership
This training provides an understanding how to
effectively increase the use of teaming in their
classrooms by preparing students to use evidence to
support their thinking when interacting in a group
setting.

Rigorous Learning
Learn how support more autonomy within student 
teams and prepare a task that requires students to 
coach each other through productive struggle in order 
to meet the learning target.

Supportive Teams
Explore how to teach and prepare
students to coach each other within their groups,
allowing student teams to navigate productive
struggle without seeking help from the teacher.

NEW BOOK and PD for 

Social Emotional Learning
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Understanding Rigor in the Classroom
Robert J. Marzano

Understanding Rigor in the Classroom, Marzano brings that experience and expertise to one of 
the most complicated questions in education: what is rigor, and how can I use it to improve my 
students’ learning? Marzano cuts through the noise to define rigor up front on page one, breaking 
the concept down to its most essential components for each key situation of student learning—both 
declarative and procedural knowledge, and the different levels of student subject familiarity.

This book explores:
• Specific activities, tasks, and concrete strategies for teachers to integrate and adapt
• How to incorporate cognitive analysis processes and habit of mind strategies into every lesson
• Seeking rigor in Project-Based Learning through knowledge application tasks

Download the study guide here 

$29.95   Pages: 128 
BPP190005  ISBN: 978-1-943920-66-2

Escape to Rigor:
Cognitive Analysis Skills and 
Habits of Mind

Escape the low-rigor lesson! After entering our 
high-paced, hands-on escape room themed session, 
participants will be challenged to complete a 
variety of tasks using skills such as analyzing errors, 
classifying, supporting claims, comparing, and 
elaborating; all leading to the discovery that rigor in 
the classroom doesn’t have to be elusive, tedious, 
or boring! The reward for breaking the low-level 
taxonomy code includes fresh strategies that can be 
used immediately in the classroom to embed rigor 
into any lesson, along with the habits of mind to help 
students achieve at the highest levels of taxonomy.

Audience: (50) Teachers and Teacher Mentors, 
Instructional/Curriculum Coaches, Building 
Administrators, Central Office Instructional/
Curriculum Support 

Duration: Half day

Solve the Puzzle of Rigor:
Engaging Students in Knowledge 
Application Tasks

Put on your sleuth hats as we problem solve, 
make decisions, investigate, experiment, invent, 
and analyze systems to discover how to piece 
together the mystery of rigor in the classroom. 
This engaging, hands and minds-on session will 
challenge participants to increase rigor from initial 
learning to deepening understanding. Teachers will 
leave with ideas and strategies that are ready to be 
implemented immediately in the classroom.

Audience: (50) Teachers and Teacher Mentors, 
Instructional/Curriculum Coaches, Building 
Administrators, Central Office Instructional/
Curriculum Support 

Duration: Half day

NEW! ENGAGING PD "RIGOR FOR ALL" 
FROM DR. MARZANO’S NEWEST BOOK
Each of our three-hour “Rigor for All” sessions is designed to excite 
while interacting with material from Dr. Marzano’s newest book and 
provides the roadmaps necessary to immediately increase rigor in 
any lesson.

Rigor for All Sessions

Train the Trainer 
Certification available!

Certify your staff in both 
“Rigor for All” sessions with 
our exclusive Marzano 
Center Trainer Certification 
Program. Deliver these 
sessions for your schools 
and be a part of growing 
rigor in the classroom.

For more information, visit
learningsciences.com/rigor-for-all

POWER

COMBO

NEW BOOK

LearningSciences.com | 1-855-890-91028

RIGOR FOR ALL

https://www.learningsciences.com/books/understanding-rigor-in-the-classroom
https://www.learningsciences.com/books/understanding-rigor-in-the-classroom?free=true
http://learningsciences.com/rigor-for-all 
http://learningsciences.com
tel:1-855-890-9102


Cascading Domains 
of Influence
Second Edition

Robert J. Marzano

This guide illustrates the success maps 
associated with the Marzano district leader, 
focused school leader, and focused teacher 
and focused non-classroom personnel 
evaluation models.

$8.95
RPL180001  ISBN: 978-1-943920-62-4

Marzano Focused Teacher 
Evaluation Model/Desired Effects
Robert J. Marzano

This piece gives observers easy access to the 
23 core competencies that lead to rigorous, 
standards-based instruction.

$4.95
RPL170011  ISBN: 978-1-943920-24-2

Taxonomy Crosswalk
Robert J. Marzano

This guide, which opens to 11” x 25.5”, includes 
a clear and concise crosswalk chart that 
compares the taxonomies of Bloom, Webb, 
and Marzano.

$8.95
RPL150002  ISBN: 978-1-941112-43-4

Stock up with 
Back-to-School 

bargains!

VOLUME DISCOUNT!*

10% off 10–49 books

20% off 50–99 books
30% off 100+ books

*Not available on some packs and kits.

Rigor/Standards-Based 
Teaching Map
Robert J. Marzano

This 8.5”x11” laminated guide to the Marzano 
Center Essentials for Achieving Rigor teaching 
map flips over to a visual representation of the 
Marzano taxonomy of educational objectives.

$4.95
RPL150001  ISBN: 978-1-941112-42-7

BEST-SELLING QUICK REFERENCE GUIDES
Give your PLC on-the-spot solutions

Ignite Core Instruction
Michael D. Toth

This laminated two-sided guide gives 
teachers easy access to the Ignite rubric with 
corresponding student evidences, helping 
educators ensure that students are meeting 
rigorous standards within the context of new 
economy skills and real-world applications.

$4.95
RPL160009  ISBN: 978-1-943920-07-5

learningsciences.com
marzanocenter.com

MARZANO’S TAXONOMY  
OF EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES

Executing
Recalling

Recognizing 

Integrating, Symbolizing

Matching, Classifying, Analyzing Errors,  
Generalizing, Specifying

Decision Making, Problem Solving, 
Experimenting, Investigating

COMPREHENSION

KNOWLEDGE
UTILIZATION

ANALYSIS

RETRIEVAL

learningsciences.com
marzanocenter.com

Mental Process Terms and Phrases Question/Sentence Stems Products
Decision Making
Selecting between two 
or more alternatives that 
initially appear equal

choose from alternatives; decide; determine the 
best way; establish and use criteria for; select the 
best among the alternatives  

Assess the value or importance of…
Formulate and test a theory for…
How can you modify _____ in order to…?
How can you overcome…?
How will you determine…?
How will you decide…? 
How will you design…?
How will you improve…? 
How will you justify…?
How will you overcome…?
How will you prove…? Disprove…?
How will you reach your goal under these conditions…?
How will you solve _____ to achieve your goal…?
How will you test…?
Predict the outcome if…
Suppose you could _____ what would you do…?
What are the differing features of…?
What changes will you make to solve…?
What is your opinion of…?
What judgment would you make about…?
What would have happened if…?
What will you cite to defend your actions…?
Which among the following would be the best…?
Which of these is most suitable…?

Advertisement
Blog post
Board game
Debate
Decision-making matrix
Essay
Illustration
Interview
Media product
Model
Open-ended response
Panel
Poem
Presentation
Plan
Play
Report
Short Story
Speech/Podcast
Student demonstration
Song
Video

Problem Solving
Overcoming an obstacle 
to a goal

accomplish a goal with limiting conditions; 
adapt and test; determine a way to; develop 
a strategy to; identify how to problem solve; 
invent; modify and try; overcome an obstacle; 
propose a solution; recommend and prove; 
resolve; solve

Experimenting
Generating and testing 
hypotheses to understand 
physical or psychological 
phenomenon

based on observation, predict; devise a way to 
test; experiment; generate and test; hypothesize 
and test; simulate; test the idea that

Investigating
Examining a past, present, 
or future situation

conduct an inquiry into; construct an 
argument; debate; dissect an argument; find 
out about; investigate; prove; research; take a 
position on

Marzano Taxonomy - Terms and Phrases, Question/Sentence Stems, Products
KNOWLEDGE UTILIZATION LEVEL

Knowledge Utilization - Application or use of knowledge to accomplish a specific task

Some terms are classified at more than one taxonomy level depending upon their application. 

learningsciences.com
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Mental Process Terms and Phrases Question/Sentence Stems Products

Matching
Identifying similarities and 
differences

associate; categorize; compare/contrast; correlate; create an 
analogy or metaphor; differentiate; discriminate; distinguish 
between; examine similarities and differences; link; match; 
open sort; relate 

Distinguish between…
Determine the reasonableness of…
Explain the relationship between…
How is ____ related to…?
How can you apply what you learned to develop…?
How would you categorize…?
How would you classify the type of…?
How would you compare/contrast…?
How would you organize and show…?
Make use of these facts to…?
Select facts that demonstrate…
Under what conditions would...?
What conclusions can you draw…?
What elements would you change in order to…?
What evidence can you find…?
What ideas justify…?
What inference can you make…?
What is the theme…?
What motive is there…?
What other way could you plan to…?
What questions would you ask in an interview 
with…?
What would have to happen if…?
Why do you think…?

Blog post
Comparison matrix
Database
Debate
Demonstration
Double bubble map
Essay
Interview
Log/Journal entry
Media product
Review/Critique
Open-ended response
Presentation
Report
Simulation
Speech/Podcast
Survey
Venn diagram
Video

Classifying
Identifying the superordinate 
and subordinate categories

arrange by; classify; closed sort; file; group; identify a broader 
category; identify different types; organize; rank

Analyzing Errors
Identifying logical or processing 
errors

assess; critique; determine the accuracy of; diagnose; 
edit; examine a claim; evaluate; identify errors; identify 
misunderstandings; identify what is plausible/implausible; 
judge the validity; revise 

Generalizing
Inferring new generalizations and 
principles from known information

conclude; create a principle or rule; form conclusions; 
generalize; identify patterns; infer; interpret; reason 

Specifying
Making and defending predictions 
about what might or will happen in a 
given situation

deduce; develop an argument for; identify the circumstances; 
identify what might happen; make and defend a claim; predict; 
specify; speculate

Marzano Taxonomy - Terms and Phrases, Question/Sentence Stems, Products
ANALYSIS LEVEL

Analysis - Reasoned extensions of knowledge and generation of new information not already processed 

Some terms are classified at more than one taxonomy level depending upon their application. 

learningsciences.com
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Mental Process Terms and Phrases Question/Sentence Stems Products

Integrating
Articulating the critical 
versus noncritical elements 
of information

ask questions; clarify; convey; describe 
how or why; describe the effects; describe 
the key parts of; describe the relationship 
between; emphasize; explain how; explain 
ways in which; identify why; interpret; 
make connections between; paraphrase; 
summarize; understand

Draw a diagram…
Explain what is happening…
Explain the logic behind…
How will you rephrase this…?
Describe how…
How would you represent…?
How would you summarize…?
Put in your own words… 
What is meant by…?
What can you say about…?   
What facts or ideas show…?
What is the main idea of…?
Use a graphic organizer to…

Diagram
Graphic organizer
Illustration
Log/Journal entry
Mind map
Open-ended 
response
Outline
Performance
Picture 
Recitation
Summary
Timeline
Twitter

Symbolizing
Depicting critical elements 
in nonlinguistic or abstract 
form

act out; chart; conceptualize; depict; 
diagram; draw; exhibit; graph; illustrate; 
map; represent; sequence; show; symbolize; 
use models; visualize

 

Marzano Taxonomy - Terms and Phrases, Question/Sentence Stems, Products
COMPREHENSION LEVEL
Comprehension - Identification of the critical or defining attributes of knowledge

Some terms are classified at more than one taxonomy level depending upon their application. 

learningsciences.com
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Mental Process Terms and Phrases Question/Sentence Stems Products

Recognizing
Validating the accuracy of 
information

choose from; determine if the following is 
true; identify accurate statements; match; 
recognize; select the correct fact

Can you select…?
Which is the best way to demonstrate...?
Which of the following…? 
Which one…? 
Which would not be correct about…?

Definition
Description
Fact
Fill-in-the-blank
Highlight
Label
List
Matching
Multiple-choice
Wordle

Recalling
Producing accurate 
information

answer who- what- when- where questions; 
define; describe; from memory; label; list; 
name; provide examples of; quote; recall; 
recite; remember; retell; state

Can you list…?   
Describe…
Give an example of…
Name one way. . .
What do you recall…?
What is…? Where is…? Who is…? 
When did…?

Executing
Carrying out a procedure

add; apply; calculate; conduct; demonstrate; 
divide; draft; employ; execute; implement; 
know how to; make; multiply; perform; read; 
solve; subtract; use; write   

Demonstrate each step…
Execute the procedure…
What is the next step…?
Use your knowledge to implement…

Marzano Taxonomy - Terms and Phrases, Question/Sentence Stems, Products
RETRIEVAL LEVEL

Retrieval - Activation and transfer of knowledge from permanent memory to working memory

Some terms are classified at more than one taxonomy level depending upon their application. 

© 2018 Learning Sciences International. All rights reserved. May not be reproduced, transmitted, or displayed in any form or by any means without the prior written permission of the publisher.

For Bulk Purchase: Visit learningsciences.com/laminates

learningsciences.com
marzanocenter.com

BLOOM/MARZANO/WEBB  
TAXONOMY CROSSWALK

Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy

Remembering:
Recall previous learned information

(define, duplicate, list, memorize, recall, repeat, reproduce, state)

Understanding:
Explain ideas or concepts; state a problem in one’s own words

(classify, describe, discuss, explain, identify, locate, recognize, 
report, select, translate, paraphrase)

Applying:
Use the information (concept) in a new way

(choose, demonstrate, dramatize, employ, illustrate, interpret, 
operate, schedule, sketch, solve, use, write)

Analyzing:
Distinguish between facts and inferences—separating into 

component parts
(compare, contrast, criticize, differentiate, discriminate, 

distinguish, examine, experiment, question, test)

Evaluating:
Justify a stand or decision; making judgments

(appraise, argue, defend, judge, select, support, value, evaluate)

Creating:
Construct a new product, point of view, or structure

(assemble, construct, create, design, develop, formulate, write)

Marzano’s Taxonomy

Retrieval:
Activation and transfer of knowledge from  
permanent memory to working memory

The processes at this level are sequential.

Recognizing � Recalling � Executing

Comprehension:
Identification of the critical or defining  

attributes of knowledge

Integrating • Symbolizing

Analysis:
Reasoned extensions of knowledge  
and generation of new information  

not already processed 

Matching • Classifying • Analyzing Errors •  
Generalizing • Specifying

Knowledge Utilization:
Application or use of knowledge to  

accomplish a specific task

Decision Making • Problem Solving •  
Experimenting • Investigating

Webb’s Depth of Knowledge

Recall and Reproduction:
Recall a fact, information, or procedure

(arrange, calculate, define, draw, identify, list, label, illustrate, match, 
measure, memorize, quote, recognize, repeat, recall, recite, state, tabulate, 

use, tell who- what- when- where- why)

Skill/Concept:
Engages mental process beyond habitual response using information 

or conceptual knowledge—requires two or more steps

(apply, categorize, determine cause and effect, classify, collect and 
display, compare, distinguish, estimate, graph, identify patterns, infer, 
interpret, make observations, modify, organize, predict, relate, sketch, 

show, solve, summarize, use context clues)

Strategic Thinking:
Requires reasoning, developing a plan or a sequence of steps, some 
complexity, more than one possible answer, higher level of thinking 

than previous two levels

(apprise, assess, cite evidence, critique, develop a logical argument, 
differentiate, draw conclusions, explain phenomena in terms of concepts, 

formulate, hypothesize, investigate, revise, use concepts to solve non-
routine problems)

Extended Thinking:
Requires investigation, complex reasoning, planning, developing, and 

thinking—probably over an extended period of time 

Longer time period is not an applicable factor if work is simply 
repetitive and/or does not require higher-order thinking

(analyze, apply concepts, compose, create, critique, defend, design, 
evaluate, judge, propose, prove, support, synthesize)

OVER50,000 COPIES SOLD
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POWER

COMBO

$19.95 per book

The Essential Flipbook for Achieving Rigor
Edited by Amy M. Dujon

The Essential Flipbook for Achieving Rigor is an overview of the key criteria for the Essentials 
model, combining all the key strategies and tips into one on-the-go reference guide. 

$24.95   Pages: 72 
BPP180014  ISBN: 978-1-943920-52-5 

buildingexpertise.com

2020
June 17-19

DISNEY’S CORONADO SPRINGS RESORT

Classroom Techniques for Creating 
Conditions for Rigorous Instruction
ISBN: 978-1-943920-87-7 BPP160003

Creating & Using Learning Targets 
& Performance Scales
ISBN: 978-1-941112-01-4 BPP140002

Engaging in Cognitively Complex Tasks
ISBN: 978-1-941112-09-0 BPP140010

Examining Reasoning
ISBN: 978-1-941112-06-9 BPP140007

Examining Similarities & Differences
ISBN: 978-1-941112-05-2 BPP140006

Identifying Critical Content
ISBN: 978-1-941112-00-7 BPP140001

The Essentials for Achieving Rigor Series helps teachers intentionally plan for 
and teach rigorous lessons, reflect on progress, collaborate with peers, and monitor 
students for the desired results.

Organizing For Learning
ISBN: 978-1-941112-02-1 BPP140003

Practicing Skills, Strategies & Processes
ISBN: 978-1-941112-07-6 BPP140008

Processing New Information
ISBN: 978-1-941112-03-8 BPP140004

Recording & Representing Knowledge
ISBN: 978-1-941112-04-5 BPP140005

Revising Knowledge
ISBN: 978-1-941112-08-3 BPP140009

The Essentials For 
Standards-Driven Classrooms
ISBN: 978-1-943920-15-0 BPP170001

MARZANO ESSENTIALS FOR ACHIEVING
RIGOR BOOK SERIES AND PD

The Essentials for Standards-Driven Classrooms
A Practical Instructional Model for Every Student to Achieve Rigor
By Carla Moore, Michael D. Toth & Robert J. Marzano

Get a big-picture view of the Essentials model. This guide empowers educators and 
leaders to transform their schools into thriving, sustainable communities of practice. It 
brings it all together, with valuable tips to help teachers leverage essential strategies. 

$19.95   Pages: 120 
BPP170001  ISBN: 978-1-943920-15-0 

BEST

SELLER

ESSENTIALS FOR ACHIEVING RIGOR BOOKS & PD
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MARZANO PD SESSIONS TO MAKE RIGOROUS 
INSTRUCTION THE DAILY STANDARD
Successful standards-based instruction starts with teaching students foundational knowledge and 
skills that can be built upon throughout the instructional cycle. This type of instruction requires extended 
processing and application of knowledge and asks students to ask questions and experiment with their 
new knowledge.

With the Marzano Essentials for Achieving Rigor Professional Development, teachers will strengthen their 
instructional strategies and uncover other strategies and criteria required to reach rigorous standards.

Applicable to all sessions in the 
Essentials for Achieving Rigor series*

Audience: (50) Teachers and Teacher Mentors, Instructional/Curriculum 
Coaches, Building Administrators, Central Office Instructional/Curriculum 
Support
Duration: 1 day
*Except: Coaching for Implementation, Designing Implementation, Professional 
Learning Communities (PLCs), and Leadership Team Coaching (LTC)

Core Instruction
Discover how to use criteria for success to identify critical content and 
group students as they process, elaborate, record, and represent their 
knowledge.

Deepening Core Instruction
Explore how to manage student response rates with questioning 
sequence techniques, as well as help students practice skills, examine 
similarities and differences, analyze their reasoning, and revise their 
knowledge.

Facilitating Complex Learning
Learn how to organize students and provide guidance and support as 
students engage in cognitively complex tasks, such as investigation, 
problem solving, experimental inquiry, and decision making.

Learning Targets & Scales
Create and implement rigorous learning targets and performance 
scales. Understand the difference between declarative and procedural 
knowledge and how processes relate to planning, cognitive, and conative 
processes required by the standards, and what and how learning targets 
are used to create a progression of performance levels.

Monitor & Measure
Learn how to use rigorous learning targets and performance scales to 
make instructional decisions and drive formative assessment. Teachers 
will create formative assessments to track student progress, plan to 
monitor student learning, and discover how to encourage student 
ownership of learning.

Instructional Decision Making
Teachers need to use instructional strategies wisely and efficiently for 
students to meet rigorous standards. In this session, learn to purposefully 
select, implement, and align instructional strategies with standards-based 
performance scales so students can succeed with a rigorous learning 
progression.

Monitoring for Learning
Learn how to use classroom formative assessment to help students 
hit their learning targets. This hands-on session gives teachers the 
techniques, tools, and resources to monitor for learning during a lesson, 
use assessment tasks, and adapt instruction based on student evidence.

Tracking for Real-Time Learning
This training will foster teachers’ understanding and ability to use 
monitoring strategies throughout the lesson to collect evidence of 
standards-based student learning. The evidence collected will then be 
used to inform instructional decisions to reduce the number of students 
requiring intervention.

Conditions for Learning
Learn to construct and plan to implement strategies necessary to design 
a learning environment that provides a foundation for achieving rigor, 
encourages student autonomy, and enhances instruction. Discover how-
to strategies and teach associated conative skills, as well as how to tailor 
to student needs.

Vocabulary for Learning
This hands-on session guides participants through the Marzano six-
step process for vocabulary instruction and provides examples of 
implementation. Participants have an opportunity to plan specific 
activities that will help them implement each step in their own 
classrooms.

For more information, visit
learningsciences.com/essentials

MARZANO ESSENTIALS FOR ACHIEVING
RIGOR BOOK SERIES AND PD
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BEST-SELLING FORMATIVE 
ASSESSMENT BOOKS 

BY DYLAN WILIAM

LearningSciences.com | 1-855-890-910212

Embedding Formative 
Assessment PD Pack
Dylan Wiliam, Siobhán Leahy

It’s never been easier or more cost-efficient to 
lead an engaging professional development 
workshop, training, or study group on the 
student learning improvement possible with the 
consistent use of Assessment for Learning (AFL). 

This pack contains everything needed to hold a 
high-performance professional development day 
and 18 monthly follow-up workshops including 
supporting printable materials, 6 informational 
presentations by Dylan Wiliam, and more.

$495.00  DLK190001

Dylan Wiliam

Leading education authority Dylan Wiliam explains how formative 
assessment, when applied properly, helps to increase student 
achievement. He also presents compelling research about changes in 
classroom practice that are likely to increase learning, differentiated 
instruction, response to intervention, group leadership’s role in ensuring 
productive collaboration, and integrating formative assessment into 
teacher evaluation. 

$29.95   Pages: 288        BPP150113  ISBN: 978-1-941112-26-7

Creating the Schools Our Children Need
Dylan Wiliam

In Creating the Schools Our Children Need, Wiliam breaks down the methods 
American schools use to improve and the gaps between what research 
tells us works and what we actually do. Wiliam analyzes the three real, 
implementable improvements that are proven to be factors in school 
success:

• Building a curriculum focused on developing knowledge
• Supporting a culture where every teacher improves
• Applying a framework for evaluating new district initiatives

$29.95   Pages: 216      BPP180005  ISBN: 978-1-943920-33-4

Embedding Formative Assessment
Dylan Wiliam, Siobhán Leahy

This clear, practical guide for teachers centers on five key instructional 
strategies, along with practical formative assessment techniques for 
implementing each strategy in K–12 classrooms. The authors provide 
guidance on using the specific techniques, along with tips, cautions, and 
enhancements to sustain formative assessment. 

$29.95   Pages: 272      BPP150112  ISBN: 978-1-941112-29-8

DYLAN WILIAM FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT 

Today’s teachers and leaders are always on the go, and finding the right 
resources for your team is essential but can also be time-intensive. 
Dylan Wiliam, one of the world’s foremost formative assessment 
experts and education thinkers of our time has done the work for you. 

BEST

SELLER

BEST PD 

VALUE

http://learningsciences.com
tel:1-855-890-9102
https://www.learningsciences.com/embedding-formative-assessment-professional-development-pack
https://www.learningsciences.com/embedding-formative-assessment-professional-development-pack
https://www.learningsciences.com/leadership-for-teacher-learning
https://www.learningsciences.com/creating-the-schools-our-children-need
https://www.learningsciences.com/embedding-formative-assessment
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DYLAN WILIAM CENTER COLLECTION

How I Wish I’d Taught Maths
Craig Barton 

Brought to an American audience for the 
first time, How I Wish I’d Taught Maths is the 
story of an experienced and successful math 
teacher’s journey into the world of research, 
and how it has entirely transformed his 
classroom.

$29.95   Pages: 452 
BPP180017  ISBN: 978-1-943920-58-7 

The Learning Rainforest
Tom Sherrington

The Learning Rainforest is a guide to making 
teaching both effective and manageable. 
Tom Sherrington provides an accessible 
summary of key contemporary evidence-
based ideas for the classroom and the 
debates that all teachers should be engaging 
in, buoyed by his 30 years as a teacher and 
school leader.
$24.95   Pages: 288 
BPP190002  ISBN: 978-1-943920-63-1

What Does This Look Like
in the Classroom?
Carl Hendrick, Robin Macpherson

In What Does This Look Like in the Classroom?, 
Carl Hendrick and Robin Macpherson ask 
18 of today’s leading educational thinkers 
to distill the most up-to-date research into 
effective classroom practice in 10 of the 
most important areas of teaching. 

$24.95   Pages: 232 
BPP190008  ISBN: 978-1-943920-71-6 

Rosenshine’s Principles 
in Practice
Tom Sherrington 

In this guide for principals, coaches, and 
classroom teachers, Sherrington highlights 
and enhances Rosenshine’s principles, 
providing an authentic lens for their use in 
real classrooms.

$19.95   Pages: 72 
BPP190006  ISBN: 978-1-943920-67-9 

What If Everything You Knew 
About Education Was Wrong?

David Didau

This book draws on research from the field of 
cognitive science to expertly analyze some of 
the unexamined meta-beliefs in education. If 
you come out the other end having vigorously 
and violently disagreed with him, you’ll at 
least have had to think hard about what you 
believe.

$29.95   Pages: 464 
BPP190012  ISBN: 978-1-943920-81-5

Dylan Wiliam

THE DYLAN WILIAM CENTER COLLECTION

Books worth reading
and re-reading.

The collection has been personally curated by Dylan Wiliam to include the best books from around the world, 
bringing you authoritative writing on education that bear reading, and re-reading. These are books with solutions 
you can trust. 

Education Authority
Award-Winning Author

NEW BOOK

NEW BOOK

http://learningsciences.com
tel:1-855-890-9102
https://www.learningsciences.com/how-i-wish-i-d-taught-maths
https://www.learningsciences.com/the-learning-rainforest
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https://www.learningsciences.com/what-does-this-look-like-in-the-classroom
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In Praise of Foibles
The Impact of Mistakes, Failure, 
and Fear on Continuous 
Improvements in Schools

Ron Nash

Ron Nash returns with his inimitable writing 
style and disarming honesty to show how 
every teacher can take a risk to transform 
their classroom into what students need to 
be successful in the 21st century.

$14.95   Pages: 70 
BPP190001  ISBN: 978-1-943920-57-0

The Power of We
Creating Positive and 
Collaborative Classroom 
Communities

Ron Nash

In Ron Nash’s The Power of We, powerful 
first-hand stories supported by expert 
research help fuel the author’s awakening 
to the truth that engaging students means 
involving them as active participants in their 
own learning.

$24.95   Pages: 160 
BPS180001  ISBN: 978-1-94392-026-6

Developing Student 
Ownership
Supporting Students to Own 
Their Learning Though the Use 
of Strategic Learning Practices

Robert Crowe, Jane Kennedy

Developing Student Ownership contains real 
classroom examples, self-assessment 
prompts and best practices. It’s a 
comprehensive and functional guide no 
teacher will want to be without.

$24.95   Pages: 184 
BPP180016  ISBN: 978-1-943920-55-6

Engaging the Rewired Brain
David A. Sousa

Students are engaging with new information 
in different ways, so educators must shift 
their instructional practice accordingly. 
In Engaging the Rewired Brain, best-selling 
educational neuroscience author David A. 
Sousa looks at how technology changes the 
way young people’s brains function and 
how educators can adapt instruction to keep 
them motivated to learn. 

$24.95   Pages: 164 
BPP150402  ISBN: 978-1-941112-25-0

2016

BEST

SELLER

Student Teaming: You Got This!
A Teacher’s Survival Guide

Sara Croll, with Deana Senn

Student Teaming: You Got This! is a survival guide 
for teachers ready to take on the challenge of 
student teaming with quick-and-dirty, on-the-
spot tips for implementing student teaming.

$14.95   Pages: 96
BPP180013  ISBN: 978-1-943920-51-8

Who Moved My Standards?
Joyful Teaching in an Age of 
Change: A Soaring Tale

Michael D. Toth

This book is a pathway to student-centered 
classrooms. Teaching becomes easier and 
much more enjoyable as students take 
responsibility for their own learning and the 
learning of their peers.

$14.95   Pages: 88 
BPP160004  ISBN: 978-1-943920-03-7

BEST

SELLER

STRENGTHEN CORE INSTRUCTION 
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GREAT TEACHING MADE EASY 
WITH MIKE GERSHON

How to Use Questioning 
in the Classroom

Explore everything you need to embed 
outstanding questioning in your teaching with 35 
techniques and over 1,200 high-quality questions 
to adapt in your classroom.

$14.95   Pages: 176 
BPP180011  ISBN: 978-1-943920-49-5 

How to Use Bloom’s Taxonomy 
in the Classroom

Packed with activities, strategies and techniques, 
this book breaks down Bloom’s taxonomy level-
by-level, giving you everything you need to master 
using it in your day-to-day practice.

$14.95   Pages: 208 
BPP180009  ISBN: 978-1-943920-45-7

How to Use Discussion 
in the Classroom

Create brilliant lessons filled with great learning 
opportunities with 20 strategies to facilitate 
discussion and over 40 activities for all grades and 
topics.

$14.95   Pages: 168 
BPP180010  ISBN: 978-1-943920-47-1 

How to Manage Behaviour 
in the Classroom

This book gives you all the tools you need to 
improve the quality of classroom interactions, 
solve those nagging behavioral issues, and create 
a positive, can-do culture.

$14.95   Pages: 168 
BPP180007  ISBN: 978-1-943920-41-9 

How to Teach EAL Students 
in the Classroom

Explore activities, strategies and techniques  to 
ensure students who are learning English as an 
additional language thrive, achieve and succeed in 
their lessons.

$14.95   Pages: 120 
BPP180008  ISBN: 978-1-943920-43-3 

How to Develop Growth Mindsets 
in the Classroom

Explore everything you need to establish, cultivate 
and sustain growth mindsets in your classroom 
with more than 200 exemplar questions and over 
60 strategies and activities.

$14.95   Pages: 152 
BPP180006  ISBN: 978-1-943920-39-6 

START YOUR BACK-TO-SCHOOL BOOK STUDY
GERSHON MULTIMEDIA PD PACK
Start the 2019-2020 school year with professional teacher development right at home. 
Choose from any of Mike Gershon’s Great Teaching Made Easy books and jump into a 
summer book study that includes a 1-hour virtual Q&A session with the author. 

Set your own pace with our accompanying study guide and enjoy free additional 
resources including recorded webinars and interactive PowerPoints. 

Contact books@learningsciences.com for more information or to get started.

STRENGTHEN CORE INSTRUCTION 

BEST

SELLER

INSTRUCTION
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Co-published with

Using FIVES for Writing
Communicating, Thinking 
and Learning Effectively

Mary Shea, Nancy Roberts

Shea and Roberts help educators of all 
grades have their students meet the 
standards for writing competence—
covering everything from constructed 
response paragraphs to practical written 
expression.

$27.95   Pages: 136 
BPP180004  ISBN: 978-1-943920-30-3

Preparing Students for 
Writing Beyond School
Maria Grant, Diane Lapp, 
Marisol Thayre

Through a real-world lens, this guide is an 
engaging exploration of the most critical 
components of communication. It is the 
most effective way to transform your 
instruction into something that actually 
prepares students for writing beyond 
school.

$24.95   Pages: 128 
BPP190010  ISBN: 978-1-943920-74-7 

Disciplinary Literacy 
Inquiry & Instruction
Jacy Ippolito, Christina L. Dobbs, 
Megin Charner-Laird

Ippolito, Dobbs, and Charner-Laird have 
created a book is for educators of all grade 
levels who want to take ownership of their 
own learning and raise their student’s 
achievement across the board through 
Disciplinary Literacy Inquiry and Instruction.

$24.95   Pages: 192 
BPS190004  ISBN: 978-1-94392-064-8

The Language Lens for 
Content Classrooms
A Guide for K-12 Teachers 
of English and Academic 
Language Learners

Sarah B. Ottow

Developing a Language Lens means 
cultivating a cultural and linguistic 
responsiveness that improves the learning 
experience and achievement of every 
language learner—be they English 
Language Learners, Academic Language 
Learners, or both.

$24.95   Pages: 113 
BPP180015  ISBN: 978-1-943920-60-0

Know Better, Do Better
Teaching the Foundations So 
Every Child Can Read
David Liben & Meredith Liben

THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY 
TO TEACH FOUNDATIONAL 
READING SKILLS

This book is written for anyone concerned about the poor reading results of America’s students, 
from teachers looking for real strategies to use in their classrooms to parents trying to be better 
advocates for their children. When more schools use the right approaches for beginning reading, 
all children will benefit. Know Better, Do Better teaches you exactly how to do it. 

$24.95   Pages: 178 
BPP190007  ISBN: 978-1-943920-69-3

STRENGTHEN LITERACY INSTRUCTION
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LITERACY

NEW BOOK

NEW BOOK
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Collaboration Between Principals 
and Coaches

Jacy Ippolito, Rita M. Bean

A practical reference guide with notes 
directly from the authors, concrete 
recommendations for improvement and 
self-assessment, and reflection questions 
for both coaches and principals to get the 
conversation started.

$14.95   Pages: 60 
BPP180003  ISBN: 978-1-94920-27-3

Cultivating Coaching Mindsets
An Action Guide for 
Literacy Leaders

Rita M. Bean, Jacy Ippolito

Cultivating Coaching Mindsets provides a 
framework that helps literacy leaders advance 
literacy instruction to improve and deepen 
learning.

$29.95   Pages: 304 
BPP150501  ISBN: 978-1-941112-33-5

The Gritty Truth of 
School Transformation
Eight Phases of Growth to 
Instructional Rigor

Amy M. Dujon

Amy M. Dujon reveals how schools of all 
sizes and socio-economic and academic 
backgrounds can achieve real faculty and 
student growth by implementing rigorous 
instruction in the classroom.

$24.95   Pages: 160 
BPP170006  ISBN: 978-1-943920-80-8

School Leadership for Results
A Focused Model, Second Edition

Beverly G. Carbaugh, Robert  
J. Marzano, with Kathleen Marx

The authors update their seminal work to 
reflect the most up-to-date literature and 
understanding of leadership roles and 
responsibilities, translating the research into 
six domains of action every school can take.

$29.95   Pages: 240 
BPP180002  ISBN: 978-1-943920-53-2

Deliberate Coaching
A Toolbox for Accelerating Teacher Performance
Paul Gavoni, Nicholas Weatherly

Forget the old concept of “behavior consequences” as either good or bad, or that rewards and 
reinforcement are the same thing. According to Gavoni and Weatherly, there is a much bigger picture we’re 
missing. Deliberate Coaching introduces the science of human behavior, or Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA). 
This powerful technique is based in scientific research on learning and performance, and works within any 
field to accelerate achievement and performance for all outcomes. CEOs of Fortune 500 companies have 
used it to realize fiscal growth and positive culture change, while school leaders have re-energized failing 
schools. 

$24.95   Pages: 192 
BPP180012  ISBN: 9-781-943920-37-2

STRENGTHEN LITERACY INSTRUCTION STRENGTHEN LEADERSHIP AND COACHING
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Add 10% of order Total
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The FIVES Strategy for 
Reading Comprehension
Mary Shea, Nancy Roberts

This book shows how to help students 
develop authentic, real-world skills, 
focusing on facts, inferences, vocabulary, 
experiences, summary, and applying 
knowledge acquired to write cohesive 
paragraphs and essays.
 
Pages: 200   $27.95 NOW $6.95
BPP160001  ISBN: 978-1-943920-01-3

Educating Hispanic and 
Latino Students
Opening The Doors to Hope, 
Promise, and Possibility

Jaime Castellano

This book provides tangible strategies to 
better serve Hispanic and Latino students, 
now the largest ethnic group educated in 
the U.S. public school system.

Pages: 144  $24.95 NOW $6.25   
BPP170005  ISBN: 978-1-943920-21-1

Word Recognition
Timothy V. Rasinski

This quick reference guide equips teachers 
with tools to help students recognize, build, 
and use simple to complex words quickly 
and accurately.

$8.95 NOW $2.25
RPL170007  ISBN: 978-1-943920-18-1

STEM Instruction
William N. Bender

This quick reference quide provides at-a-
glance instructional strategies to deepen 
student learning in a STEM setting.

$6.95 NOW $1.75
RPL170010  ISBN: 978-1-943920-23-5

Visit learningsciences.com/books/special-offers to see all deals! 

NEW! Online Gift Cards for your PLC
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